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Gtos Migranta — "The Migrant's Voice"

Who we are
A grassroots initiative of foreigners living and working lawfully in Poland whose residence cases are pending before provincial
offices. We are not an organisation, a party, or a representative body of any diaspora. We have no external funding.

One thing connects us: the queue at the same office.

What this is about — in three sentences

Since 1 January 2023 — and before that, from April 2022, under Article 100c — the running of statutory deadlines for provincial
governors to decide residence cases has been suspended, and foreigners have been deprived of effective legal remedies against
administrative inaction: the ponaglenie (a formal reminder to the higher authority) and the complaint for inaction before an
administrative court.

The measure was introduced as exceptional and temporary; it has been extended five times, most recently until 4 March 2027.

The Supreme Administrative Court refuses to apply the provision as unconstitutional, and the Interior Ministry has acknowledged
in writing that the courts will most likely disregard it — yet it remains in force.

Five numbers
1

Statutory deadline for a residence decision 60 days
Average time taken 341 days
Cases awaiting decisions by provincial governors 463,487
Times the "temporary" suspension has been extended 5

New posts in foreigners' affairs departments since 2021 0

In addition: the Office for Foreigners' annual datasets show that between 2022 and 2025, 392,353 cases accumulated beyond
the offices' capacity to decide them — at current throughput the queue will never be cleared. The method of calculation is
published and can be reproduced.

Our demands

1. Repeal Article 100d
Repeal of Article 100d of the Act of 12 March 2022 on Assistance to Ukrainian Citizens (Dz.U. 2025 poz. 337, as amended).

We are not asking for faster decisions or for any privilege. We are asking for the restoration of a legal remedy available to every
other party to administrative proceedings in Poland: the ponaglenie to the Head of the Office for Foreigners (art. 37 § 1 of the
Code of Administrative Procedure), the complaint for inaction before an administrative court (art. 3 § 2(8) of the Law on
Proceedings before Administrative Courts), the authority's duty to notify a party that its case will not be decided on time, and the
court's power to fine the authority (art. 149 § 2).

Addressed to: the Sejm (repeal requires an act of parliament) and the Ministry of the Interior.

2. Increase staffing

Raise staffing in foreigners' affairs departments to a level that allows statutory deadlines to be met, and set a maximum caseload
per official.

Benchmark from the Supreme Audit Office: from 189 cases per employee (Subcarpathian Office) to 500 (L6dz Office), and 1,325
in the Greater Poland Office in 2022. The auditors also found that new officials were offered 53-64% of the national average
wage and that 41% of recruitment procedures ended with nobody hired — the number of posts alone will not suffice without
raising pay.

Addressed to: the Ministry of the Interior, provincial governors, the Head of the Office for Foreigners.

3. Publish the data

Regular publication, broken down by provincial office, of: the number of cases pending, average processing time, the number of
posts and salary levels in foreigners' affairs departments, and a timetable for clearing the backlog.

Aggregate data only. We are not seeking parties' personal data, individual salaries, or any information about vetting conducted
by the security services.

Publication requires no legislative change and no budget outlay.



Addressed to: the Ministry of the Interior, the Head of the Office for Foreigners.

Why three demands, not one

Repealing Article 100d will not clear the queues — it will restore the price of inaction. As long as an authority faces no
consequence for missing a deadline, there is no incentive to increase staffing. The Supreme Administrative Court put it the same
way: a problem arising from case volume should be solved by adapting staffing, not by prolonging a provision that restricts
rights.

The third demand makes it possible to verify whether the second has been met.

The assembly on 24 August

Monday 24 August 2026, 12:00-14:00 Plac Bankowy 3/5, Warsaw — outside the Masovian Provincial Office

Notified wunder the ordinary procedure and entered in the Warsaw city public information register:
https://bip.warszawa.pl/web/stoleczne-centrum-bezpieczenstwa/-/zgromadzenie-publiczne-24-08-2026-12-00-00-1

The assembly is non-partisan. No national or party symbols; banners in Polish only and on the subject of the assembly. Rules of
participation are published in five languages.

Quotes for use
"The law gives the office 60 days. The average is 341. And there is nowhere to appeal — the statute switched off the
remedies available to everyone else."

"We are not asking for help. We pay separately for our application to be examined, and there is no decision for years. This is
a service paid for and not delivered."

"The ministry stated in writing that the courts will most likely not apply this provision. And then extended it for another
year."

When quoting, please attribute to: the Gtos Migranta initiative.

Materials
Facts and sources — the full compilation, every figure referenced to an official document, with instructions for verifying it
yourself. PL / EN /RU / UA / BY.

The economic contribution of foreigners — data from the social insurance institution, the finance ministry, the audit office,
the state development bank and Deloitte; both the revenue and the expenditure side.

Rules of participation and a guide to filing a ponaglenie and a complaint for inaction — five languages.

Everything at glos-migranta.eu. All materials may be copied, printed and quoted without asking.

Media contact

info@glos-migranta.eu

Participants will be available for interviews on the day of the assembly. For interviews arranged in advance, please write to the
address above.

Community chat: t.me/glosmigranta



